INTO THE SHADOWS

the same time he said that he could never abdicate, and when
Perceval reminded him thate a* due discharge of his kingly duties
was required of him by his religious obligations,' the King tardy
replied that he would ' always be at hand to come forward.' The
Prime Minister did not tell him what an unseemly hullabaloo the
Prince of Wales and his brothers had made when they learnt that
the Regent's powers were to be circumscribed as they were to
have been in 1788 : that would only have increased his sorrow.
On February 5th Eldon and Perceval brought the Regency Bill
for him to signify his assent: they found him well and as re-
signed as ever; but as he signed the measure which was to deprive
him of his right to play a king's part he whimsically observed
that he found it as distasteful as others had found it to be deprived
of office!
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